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DR. K. ROSS TOOLE ADDRESSES 
PARENTS OF NEW DM STUDENTS
MISSOULA--
Parents of incoming University of Montana freshmen were told Sunday by a IP1 history 
that
professor/their sons and daughters--"the most valuable commodity this country has”--
can expect to experience a wide range of views, including opinions from the far left and
right, while attending UH.
Speaking to about 900 at the President's Convocation for Parents, Dr. K. Ross Toole, 
professor of history and author of a widely' circulated article entitled "I am Tired of 
the Tyranny of Spoiled Brats,” said universities, including the University in Missoula, 
”are the focal point of debate, exploration and hard questioning.”
"No university could function if its aim were to close the mind to disturbing pos­
sibilities or to seek to hide what lies just beyond the far rim of the light,” he 
emphasized.
Dr. Toole said this doesn't mean that universities are agencies of propaganda or 
centers of indoctrination for one or even several views.
The mistake of the critic is, I think, in asserting that the University espouses
one cause or the other,” Dr. Ioole said. "It can and does present the view from the
left. But, in fact, it presents all gradient views from the far left to the far right.
' As an institution, it (the University) endorses no view,” he emphasized. "Its 
function is to present the whole spectrum and, having done so, it does not demand that 
the student chose one or the other. It merely demands that he consider where he 
ultimately will stand.
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"IVhat the whole University asks of (the student) is not that he adopt one view or 
the other, but that he be skeptical of both--as indeed, he should learn to be skeptical
of all extremes."
Dr. Toole commended University students for their mental keenness.
"The vast majority of your sons and daughters are tough-minded and alert," he said. 
"It is very difficult to hoodwink them. They can spot hypOcrisy in a matter of minutes. 
If we sought to make them violent revolutionaries, if we sought to tell them that mar­
riage is outmoded and that communal sex is the final answer, if we sought to convince 
them that the country had to be burned to the ground to be saved--the classrooms here 
would shortly be empty.
"Conversely, however, if we sought to convince them that all is well; that there 
is no need for change; that what is, is good because it is; that all of our institutions 
function adequately and that all our values are good values, then, again, we would 
very soon speak to empty classrooms."
Referring to individual teachers and to the University faculty as a whole, Dr. Toole 
said possibilities of errors do exist at UM.
"Neither as individuals nor collectively are we infallible," he emphasized. "Our 
shortcomings are legion. They are also obvious. But if 500 of us work very hard to do 
justice to your aspirations and to the hopes of your sons and daughters, our individual 
failings and weaknesses are much diminished."
Focusing on the efforts necessary on the part of students in obtaining a sound edu­
cation, Dr. Toole said students "have to want what we have to give."
"We do not wield hypodermic needles with which we inject a distillation of knowledge 
or truth or falsehood into innocent bloodstreams," Dr. Toole said. "If we accomplish 
anything it will be together or not at all. And if we work hard together, nothing 
warped or transient or sinister or unclean will hanpen. V.'e will learn a lot together-- 
and be the better for it. And this state and this country will be the beneficiary.
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"We know t h a t  the  most va luab le  commodity t h i s  country  has i s  the  sons and daughters
fo r  whom you are  now making u s ,  in  p a r t ,  r e s p o n s i b l e , " he emphasized.
UM P r e s id e n t  Robert T. P an tze r  welcomed the  p a r e n t s  and was master o f  ceremonies a t
Sunday's program. Other speakers  inc luded  Dr. Richard 0.  L a n d in i , academic v ice  p r e s i d e n t  
Dr. Robert R. Fedore,  UM dean of  s t u d e n t s ;  and John R. C h r i s t e n se n ,  Hobson, who i s  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  the  Assoc ia ted  S tuden ts  of  IJM.
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